
Quarter 1  

Greetings from the Powell Elementary Fine Arts Team 

...From the Art Studio 

This year we will continue on our journey of developing artistic behaviors and studio habits of 

mind.  Spring Semester of 2015, I changed the method of instruction your child receives in art.  

Rather than the class working step-by-step on a project and having the same result, we are 

focusing on developing your students’ thinking and reasoning skills, in addition to creating 

Wonderful Original Works of art. When students enter the art studio, they are expected to do 

the following: 

Come up  with an idea 

Select and Gather Material 

CREATE 

Engage and Persist 

Clean up and store artwork 

Revise, Edit and reflect 

Meet Deadline and Share work 

Students receive mini-lessons about different artists, techniques and materials, and then can 

decide how they would like to explore the art making process.  We currently have the Drawing 

Studio open to all students.  We are focusing on the use of line.  Kindergarten through Second 

Grade are talking about types of line and exploring different mark making through Zentangle 

projects (filling in a space with line in a methodical manner). Third through Sixth Grade are 

learning observational drawing techniques through outline, contour lines, cross-contour lines 

and blind contour drawing.  We will be receiving “field journals” and go outside to apply our 

new drawing skills in the Great Outdoors! 

1st and 2nd grade started out visiting Lascaux, France in our imagination (and on our  

smartboard) and created our own cave drawings inspired by the earliest known art found in the 

Lascaux Caves.  We then read “The Dot” by Peter H. Reynolds and learned about proper  

painting techniques and care of materials by exploring DOTS with watercolor.   

Additional Studios that will be opening soon are the painting studio, sculpture studio, collage 

studio, fiber art studio, printmaking studio and art history/research studio. 

There are a few other exciting things going on in our 

Fine Art program.  Students now have the  

opportunity to sign up for Art Challenges during 

recess time.  Students have been learning about 

radial design through kirigami (origami with cutting) 

and Coffee filter designs.  Students are able to sign 

up each week for a new challenge!  So far, the  

students are loving it! I am so excited to get the 

Artsonia web gallery up and running!  I hope you 

enjoy seeing what all of the talented students at 

Powell are creating!   

 

Second grade students work on 

their cave drawings.  

Kirigami with third grade  

students.  

Third grade students and 

their blind line portraits.  

First grade students work 

on their cave drawings.  



...From the Music Studio  

Along with Ms. Miklovic in the art studio, Spring Semester of 2015, I changed the method of 

instruction your child receives in music. This year we will continue on our journey of  

developing artistic behaviors and studio habits of mind.  We are focusing on developing your 

students’ thinking and reasoning skills, in addition to creating Wonderful Original Works. When 

students enter the music studio, they are expected to do the following: 

Come up  with an idea 

Select and Gather Material 

CREATE 

Engage and Persist 

Clean up and store work 

Revise, Edit and reflect 

Meet Deadline and Share work 

Students are exploring making music in new and unique ways, by visiting different centers.  

Currently, our open centers are: composing, Boomwhackers, percussion, listening and reading/

journaling.  

Students in grades 2-6 have spent a large portion of the first quarter working through each  

center as a whole class and beginning to explore thinking artistically. Now, in the last few weeks 

of the quarter, students are experiencing full choice based learning.  

This means, will receive mini-lessons on ideas such as historical time periods in music,  

composers, or genres of music, or musical ideas. Students can then decide how they want to 

explore the music making process. Students will explore options and actually experience the 

concept instead of just hearing about it. The results of this technique so far have been  

astounding! Because students can be creative and choose how they want to be involved they are 

all actively participating and taking ownership for their own musical education!  

 

Students in kindergarten and first grade are working on learning the basics of music before they 

are ready to explore choice based learning next semester. Currently, our kindergarteners are 

learning a lot of silly songs, actively searching for the heart beat of a song, and working on  

hearing same and different when they listen to music. First graders spend the first part of the 

quarter learning and experiencing classroom instruments, and have just finished up one of my  

favorite units “I See a Song”. Based on a book by Eric Carle that is nothing but pictures, the  

first grade students are listening to music  from different parts of the world and drawing what 

they see in their imagination when they hear the song.  

 

Fifth and sixth graders also had the opportunity to audition for Powell Show Choir, which has 

begun rehearsals and already had their first successful performance!  

Lots of wonderful things are going on in the Arts Department at Powell! Ms. Miklovic and Ms. 
Meyerson are working on setting up a cohesive classroom, which means that rules, procedures 
and expectations will be the same from art to music. The curricula is also aligned so that  
students will be set up for success, and will gain the utmost knowledge and hands on experience 
on each topic! Please feel free to stop into the art and music studios during conferences to see 

your child’s work and visit with the teachers!   

Second Grade students visit the 

reading corner! 
Third Grade students working at 

the percussion center.  

...writing a composition using 

manipulatives 

All grades love the Boomwhacker 

center!  


